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ASAL INSTITUTIONS

G-C. M. MUTISO
MUTICON.

INTRODUCTION

The following institutions report was prepared for [IFAD and
Ministry of Planning and National Development of the GOK.

Chapter 1 of the report is historical covering ASAL development
in the colonial period. Chapter 2 discusses the activities of the
first independence decade as a backdrop to the beginning of
systematic ASAL developments soon after which is covered in
Chapter 3. Existing programmes are reviewed in Chapter 4. There
are major metapolicy issues in ASAL development which are drawn
together under Chapter 5. The following Chapter 6 draws together
constraints on existing ASAL programmes as the constraints stem
from historical, programme structural and metapolicy issues.
Chapter 7 outlines administrative issues wunder a new ASAL
development strategy. Chapter 8 puts financing issues in the
context of the new strategy. Chapter 9 reviews technology issues
and contexts them within the new strategy. Chapter 10 restates
the new ASAL strategy and the desirable institutional
arrangements. Finally Chapter 11 is a summary budget on the
finances needed for operations identified by the institutional
report.

CHAPTER 1. COLONIAL ROOTS OF ASAL DEVELOPMENT

1.1.The history of ASAL and struggle of rightful share of
development goes back to the early colonial period.

1.2.1.,Alienation of land for European settlement and the
attendant shift of African populations moved people into lands
which had not been utilised during the precolonial period. Since
the bulk of the land alienation had taken place in the first two
decades of this century, in a basic sense one can talk of ASALs
conceptually since then. =

1.2.2.Large tracts of land were lost to pastoral people who used

to use them particularly in the Rift Valley. The Maasai were

moved from the Uasin Gishu plateau which was well watered to the

ASAL areas of Narok. Maasai people also lost significant parts

of what is today Laikipia District and parts of Nakuru. Other

peoples in todays' Rift Valley also lost their grazing areas which
were integrated in their traditional production systems.






