fes/muticon/1/86 : muticon

mutiso consultants Itd.

development management
p.o. box 14333 nairobi
telephone 747010

ETHI1OPI A

MANDERA

Sy Nnuns 3Nyl

MARSABIT

UGANDA

%
~ \VALZL E Y

/ ...\ SAMBURU

SusRAwer \Z IsioLoO

A\
h
Ve EASTERN EASTERN
N

LAIKIPIA

AT N T O
Cer o

N

e
LA G LA O
Loim.

|
ViALLEY

TANA RIVER

Machakos: Socio-politics and

Artisan Credit.




Terms of Reference.

Mr. Willi Haan verbally briefed Prof. G-C.M. Mutiso on

the terms of reference at the FES Office on 23rd

January 1986. 1In summary form two tasks were supposed
to be done by the consultant. These are :-
1. To write on the socio-political background cf Machakos

as it might affect the planned project and to suggest

entry communities.

2. To identify an individual who might be used by FES
for more detailed probing into the social structure

of the artisan community.

Method of Implementation.

It was made clear that the consultant was not to do
extensive field work but rather to write a report
identifying what FES ought to look out for in planning
the project. However the consultant felt that it was
important to visit four areas where artisans are
concentrated. These are Machakos Town, Matuu, Tala/

Kaﬁgundo and Wamunyu.

The visits were important for checking possible links of
the project to ongoing development work and also in
identifying individuals who could play the second project
role by discussing with informants who live in these

communities and who are known by the consultant.



Machakos District Socio-policital Framework and Credit.

Of concern to FES is whether there are socio-political
practices in Machakos District which militate against an

artisan credit system.

On the outset there does not seem to be any for,to the

best of my knowledge,no formal political leaders or
institutions have been arguing this in the district. If
anything the opposite is true. The major political leaders
Hon. Mulu Mutisya and J.P. Ngei are on record in DDC meetings
and private political discussions urging those who take
public sector credit to repay so as to facilitate more credit

to other people in the district.

Provincial administration and other government bodies have

made the same point.

According to bankers the repayment rate of credit in the

District is higher than elsewhere.

There is extensive tradition of local credit in the
communities. This usually is in form of mwethya groups who
raise funds and donate to each member in the same way they

raise labour power and donate it to an individual.

Socially credit is accepted for the extensive cooperatives
have in recent times been used to give food credit, school

fees credit, not to talk of farm production credit.

In summary then there aren't peculiar traditions or political
groups which militate against credit systems. However having
said this one must candidly state that the factionalisation of
district politics could have a bearing on a credit system, if
the project was to be seen as strictly contributing to a
factional advantage. Thus any credit system must straddle the
factions by serving all members. It is therefore important to
contain the factional socio-political organisers in design

and implementation.






