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CREATION OF THE KITUI ASOMI

. 3. Prewar Creation of Local Control Institutions

el In a meeting with chiefs held on December 30th 1912 the D.C. Xituf
hoxnlamed to chiefs 1. that they are .cveations of ‘Government only and their
sole ,authority lies in the government., - Therefore the ‘government’ can remove
and mplace them, at. any time without loss to itself®. 2. ' that "many- chiéfs
are dellberatelv working to. upset ithe Nzama and they were warned that there
vould be no hesitation in deoos:m;z‘ any or all of them if they could not mend
their ways." 3. that "sevaral chiefs had deliberately attempted to deceive
officers on points of custom and as to decisions of Nzamas and that this could
only be accepted as proof that such.chiefs had received bribés from one of

tl‘e Da_l’fieg. .They were warned to desist from this practice.’ . that ‘sub-
vc‘niefs weré "not .to expect pay-for.all of 1:hem.":L The 'D.C. ‘was lotting the™
chiefs know .in no uncertain terms where the ‘source of their power,’ authority
and lemtlmacy were. Mutiso f has argued that ‘there are basically two classes
in a colmlal society. Thase are the asomi who are validated by colonial
1nst1tutlons and values and the non-asomi who exist in antagonism to colonial
1nst1tu ions and values _Darticularly as refracted by the Asomi class. ‘For*
“"tl.ll the most important stratum.of the asomi class are the chiefs since mission-
aries did not effectively operate in the district until 1920s. - Other strata
of this class are interpreters, . -tribail retainers teachers and traders. Wa

shall consider them seriatum.

‘

When Ainsworth established Kitui ‘administrative centre in 1998 he
and the subsequent administrators recognized many people in may villages as
chiefs (}ieaélnen.).- However Kamba tradition never recognized one person as a
ruler. “ithin the western framework of distinguishing exedutive, judicial
and legislative functions it can be put that the oldest men constituting Atumia
ma Ithembo of a group.of .villages (Kivalo) formed a judicial and legislative
hody. '!_“‘15 Nthele and Anake young married men and young unmarried men but
cix;c.ur»nc;;zed,‘ formed. the executive bedy which was: charged 'with defence
?\asically but which ;also irmmlemented the decisions of the Atumia. ' I'xvarlaaly
the wisest of the atumia ma ithembo would be seen as: a 'spokesman and the most
.brave of the_Nthele would become,the natural leaderp. "It is this® informal
selection of leadership which led to.some confustion about local ‘rulers. Also
fof purposes of the colonizer the attributes he desired of a local leader -
tha, pmnaxv one being commmication with the colonizer in Swahili' - 124 %o
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some peculiar people being appointed. chiefs simply because‘.t‘hey‘ had been porters/
traders in Mombasa and could speak the language. In other situations the

head of a lineage (MbBaa) or clan (mbai) could be picked if the administrator
chanced to visit a settlement and a leader was pointed out to him. This oroblem
of who was appointed leader by the initial colonizers needs urgent comparative
research to establish clearly what the indigenous population saw as a i;aader
and.what .the colonizer (administrator trader or missionary) saw as a leader.

It -is in the imaees each held of the other that we shall- sort out coloﬁial'

sxpectations.

As far as Kitui many people were given 'chits' as recoenition of
thair-leadership between 1898 and 1909 but as far as I have been able to géther
from the record there was no attempt at systematic administration ﬁntil 1908.
What. is--clear is that by 1909 sons were beginning to Succeeed fathér-s. .Ai'.ns_worth
is probably responsible for the idea of passing fathers chiefly pbwéré “to the
son. ‘e [argues the case for this in Petrosuect.?' He is also busy trying to
astablish the ruling' line.u Finally he comes up with the idea of usinq a
headman (chief) for a geographical ‘area which is not n@ce.,sarlly cotermmous

. with Mbaa (lineage) or Mbai (clan). : They were to be for an area enbracmg
:'.valo i.2. groups ‘of villages and not kivalo i.e. ona grouo of wllages. f‘cntrol

over kivalo village was to remain a problem until the thirties.

Since Ainsworth was writing in retrospect we infer that administration
up to 1910 was having problems 'sellin;';'the idea of chief to Kamba who still
recognized their 'Nzama va Ithembo as local ultimate authority. The Political
Pacord -Book states that by 1909: Kambas were ignoring chiefs6 therefore tihe_re

z . cicie Lo
was the need to increase chiefs' authority

The formula to increase chiefs -authority executed in 1910 was t.o.
create chiefs/headmen. for a group of ivalo, criate a subheadman For a group
of villages ( a kivalo).: To acknowledge traditional authomty structure
the administration created Wzama (Councils llterally) at' the Kivalo level.
Yet the Nzama did neot reflect the Nzama ya Ithembo which was based on age. In
the 1911 Annual Fenor't/lfbéi? ERPEFECFere clashing with Nzama who were '3rd uradg
Atumia” who were not respected but by 1911 the admm.stratn:n ‘had xveconstltuted
Yzama to have only "Atumia'ma Ithembo or lst Grade Atumia'. 8 The lmpllcatlm
here is that the original Nzamas were composed of Anake - m‘l*ctmg ‘the Kamba

society idea that you did send anake and when the colonial administrators tried
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to pass on to them some rulership powers the soc1ety rebelled. By reconstitu -
“#ing the Nzama to be Atumia ma Ithenbo the admmlstratlon (Dundas) was recog-
‘nizing the traditional ultimate local authomty, 3ut he was also creating

“wower conflict batween tha subheadmen (suBchiefs) who sought to control their
kivalo Nzama ya Ithsmbo and the Chiefs (Headmen) who embraced several ivalo
and thus were subnosed to operate at a higher scale than had existed before,
They did not have a Nzama ya Ithembo at that level. Som: of them were not
members ‘of the Nzama va I'thembo since thev were not old enough to qualify, In

* faet it (Gan be hyootheswed that the Chlefs/Headmen had pushed Anake mto Nzamas
nisarlie¥ so s to dontrol tham smce some of them did not qualify by age -and
ritual ‘for Nzama ya Ithembo.

. Y&
R € | 8

P isTthis contest that subchle'F@ “refuse to submlt to "more. oowerful
~ahd acknowledge. _chwfﬁ' &8 in Tkanga and Voo or ’I'haraka £ In #aﬁ?gfa wrxo
was 'a Mutumia wa Ithembo and Drewously/&\mmant leader when the B0, w=nt to
“Théapaka in 1906, ,refused to submit to Mundu was Ngulu who was .a Nthele Muthiani
and nét a Mutumia was Ithembo in 1907. / “%‘8,1 picked by Alnswcrth ‘>u+ nota
©.that<by ‘1911 it is. reported that "although we must now support Mundu was Ngulu .
5 ‘as’ lour elected (!) aazetted Chief should anything hapoen caus.mg hl‘-‘- dep081t10n
'mecessary. 1. ‘sheuld be mc.hned to give Poiboi- another tmal" Althouph the
conment is that. Poibei is now- loyal we need further research on h).s role in

Tharaka resistance. of 1306/07. - Tt was subdued with 1 Company of K_AR:.

We opened this section by auotmc the administrations view of the
chiefs in 1912. They as Nthele/Anake were sole creations of Government - as
riilers: ‘Théy'did not have lepltlmacy in traditional institutions which admini-
“stpation was trying to beef W so as to win the population. Clearly the

“iGovernment position is to sunpport the Nzama sya Mathembo against the Chiefs.

Tn a summary of Bara21 Held on D@cember 1912 which we quoted at the beginning
1850 5 further stated"l) If the Deople see that the Nzama and Government are
':one they will obey the Nzama but if they know the Nzama to be working against
the Govemment they w111 not be feared" 2) "It was impressed upon the (Nzamas)

fhat the control oF their areas is now left to them and the government has
only to suverv1se and control the Nzamas”. 3) Trials were to be conducted :
'by n_?rt less than thirty elders sitting and they were to be paiddn tembo

b7 Fret 3

A;Jr)eals of those near Kitul were to be heard at the DC's'0Office and all othérs

L1 NTR
were to be hPard by Officers (Ev~opean) on r-reh. 13
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'Ln the 1913 Annual Reoor't i€ ig "tated “It. s thouzht that' the awe in

" isiich natives stand of the govemment 3d often overrated. By pa~sive resistance

thay obtain then'- own wav whlle they'brctend to be only anxious to do as. :they

ave told{.. o mb a .',"h 3 nat ve authorn:v 1tself has appeared in much altered"

e

'a'vnect' of late, “Dea vLe yeap: nf endeavour to establish authority in persons
desipnated a3’ Ch:.efs or Headmen, this has most s:.ngularly failed., This. is

LA bart due to the character o*—‘ the tmbe but pr*nc1bally to the real native
authority which’ however 1moer~cen;able yet ccnstmtutes an irregressable buffer

"“"and ‘opposition to the chief. The chief having proved a failure but. the Councils

(hzama) at foast 1nd1er>eneable, a Aiffeapant scheme is, called for, The Chief
cannot even be the head of the elders unless he is both of tribal standins and

of an age at which he would be useless for active work of any.sort —-----

T"" Dmsent 1ac»' of IeSDO‘nSlblllty on the -lders who are absolutaiy.the: ruling
claee on vfhom ever-ythlnp deoends s cne of the great obstacles to .successful

admlnlstratlcn. ik .‘. S i A ””w ﬂ‘ﬁm’ﬂa have always made, the . .Chief (read leader

“their servant above a_Ll thlnps and have persistently resisted submission to-

'any au’thor‘lty" HTha hwbe nel"'hPP likes or respects us nor;does it hope wmuch

tfrom'us,  'This wov..ld not eummec U.D : year aftern y year they have contributed

i Mors and more to revenun vu hout howe'-ez perce:.v:ngr any corresponding advamtagg

i~

der1 ved to them. 'T"‘ralr 'nmlcn is that we have solely to get their money -and

u'xder- Dresent clrcumstulcee we canno t remove this impressicn or h.onestlz-,~;

d:eou‘te FRghto pahm

; Thus sé'\'(-" al i)a:i * conclusions can be reached thus far about the.
Prewar périod.” Fipst ‘chaf “adn inist tration plcked Anake and at best Nthele-and
imposed them as C'hlefs/He dmen o’:f} 2 wider regional. unit (locat:,on) than ; (group
of ivald) than had existed before Under them were created subhegdmen who.were
u\c}xarge of "1 3475 (proups of wllapes) whlch at least existed beforpe.for ,

§01Lect:lve Sacri ficas (Ha‘thr-*mbo ma Muviti) r'!Ilu where Atumia ma Mathembo were -
Tgeosninads - Uimally subheadmen were Atuhia ma l“ﬁaghembo. Thus confl:.ct between

subheadmen -and Headmen /Chie fs' was st:ucturally 1nst1tuted ”'“qe met tutlon of
"ounc1ls ANzama) at the'Kivalo level was an' attemt to recomlze legltlmate .
traditional: authority structure but mven the initial nember'shm of Anake and
Vthele preferred by Chiefs/Headmen the pépulation refu.:ed to accept thls Nzama.
""us led: to conflict not’ cniy bétwaen the peoole and the colo':lal authorlt:l.ee
bpt alsof ded to conflict betweedr iid Burspzan oFficers’ and the Chlefs/Headmen.
urcpean Officers reorgsnized 'the Nzama to include’ Atumla ma Ithenbo in thelr
affort to get support of the population. This was also instituting conflict
between the Nzama and the chiefs but the European Officers at this point favoured

the Nzama over the Chiefs.

) their
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“xine o Who were the chiefs/Headmen and Subchiefs/Subheadmen? It is hard
coming up. with :definitive dist since ‘almost:any ‘officar’ who wint on a march
Jasiemated somehody'as something and they all later' claimed to be chiefs! The
"officers' A4'd not keep systematic records of their recognitions. Similarly
.there.is also a problem of pazetting, - It is not clear from the Political
Pecord Book whether those .gazetted were Chiefs/Headmen or Subchiefs/Subheadmen.
"rj, *0, 1909, their. mention of leador's,‘ Chiefs; Headmsn,:Subchisfs, Subh oadmen, in
an unsystematic way. ' ‘Ti= first systematie list is the list of Chiefs/ |
Headmen and ubch].efs/Subheadmen who met P.C. loblsy in 1909 produced as Table
| A.A.I. Ve should note that.these are just from around Kitui other than the
Tharaka nad Mumoni areas. Tabla A.A.2 Chisfs/Headmen and Subchiefis/Subhéadmen
as listed by Dundas 1309/10 completss theé li'st for the ‘rest of District. ‘These

wo tables ;and Table £.A.3 1310-%1 Nist of «Chiefs/H&admen and Subchlefs/Sub—
headmen and their predecessor and' Designated Successor, aive ‘us the' Chlefs :
and Subchiefs of the 1999 - 1317 pneriod when the administration was tryiny to
chift power to the !Izam.. Vs should note that in table A4.1.3 2% (2 out ‘of 25)
chiefs are not mermbers of.the Nzama and 14.5% (1l out of 75) of the subéhiefs
are not members of Nzama..:53° of those we know predecessors had tncles,
fathers or grandfathers who were either Subchiéfs or chiefs. s should note
that in the areas, of closc’proximity to Kitul where the administration had
.reached in Stein Rokkan's th~pe is tic conflict of structuring power. Thus in
“utcnguni i mnl, ulango, atinymi, Uvotuni, «itui the chiefs 4Are also heads
6F their \qu,\ma and there aven't othsr Nzama's wid.» subchiefs. Chiafs hav=
baen differentiated from subchiefs clearly also. This is not the case in the
pariphexy of the district. - At 7 gwani there are two chiefs Nzambu (Tsambu) ;
and, Msandau both former hunters and riwals. i=ambo ultimately fﬁames'M;éﬁéﬁ'
as époachﬁr Tha Jlater is fired. ' Tha Former is ‘rewarded by Dundas’ by getf:mp
Kiomo, Kiome Mwingi and Kanyongo added to his Migwani location.l:‘ Nzambu 'Ls
not a member of Nzama. It iz irrelevant for him.” ‘ots that in Voé‘ihere are
four rival Nzamas, ona under a chief who is not from Voo and 3 wunder subchiefs.
A1l North Mumeni, Tharaka as well astEast is nbt yet'réachéed. In Mumoni. theras
.-are 6 separate Nzamas.l7.-;- In Thapaka there are fhzee'lg. “ysau Kithesia of
Mutonguni does not: utilizé, "!').ama."m"f'm*.:ohi:ﬁas Mue of Buboni (Mutiso East)
has troubles with Nzamazo Kasioka was Kanadu of Mui overides Nzémazl. Isika
Kabuluku of, Zombe -has ‘!zama-'trouble:,?.' WA dmivi was- Nfhusi (stranger) of Voo doe.; not
not get along with Nzame® ¥, Kitili was Muthenpi’ of Ikanga does not meet
Nzama‘oftén2u. Thus the.documentsdtion of the'! conPllct of chxefb/subchlefs and

; i o RER: N
Mzama from the official record. ¥ 3
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Having listed the chiefs and subchiefs the next step in answering
who they were is to try ‘and get some notion of the origins of chiefs. Some
vwere former cattle traders e.g. Xitili wa . Muthengi-of Ikanga who had the °
pood fortune of beino in the old trade route to'coast.! 50’!1“ were forner hunters
and ivory traders e.z. “alinga wa Ngumo of Ikuthé "'v-n was Mumo of Kanziko,
"ﬂovi was Katama of Mutha;.'susambi wa Nthusi of Voo, Kabeslla of l“utha, Xalungu
WA, Kathanza of Endui, wandau wa- Kiema of ‘\Izaonl, "lzambo Ndunda of Migwani,

‘ Makutha wa Nzioka of F‘ndau, Y'utoni wa  Mue of Bubonl/Mm:lto Bast, <<a*~o wAas
S1obetq.of"u1 |Some were rich cattle owners: e.,.:. 4"=ndwa Kitabl (o) Mat}nyanl
"f_v,xsau_wa.lﬁ:th_e’fs_la “of Mutonguni , “hubi wa ‘lmoka of Sioﬂtheka’,‘ rtyli wa i
‘ﬁthengl",';‘of Ikanga. - ne.was involved 'in dvory, slavery) commodvhes trade uhlch
was trapslated to cattle.. . This is Muli Kithusi of Mulanpo who'is reputed’ to
havelha‘dv the station where Arab slavers stooped, 4s recent as’1910 and 1911
he was acqused of trying to sell Kamba women to Arab slavers.’’ = Sors Seem to
have been Dbrters/.hpus_eboys/emloyees, in Kitui, Yibwezi -and other towns &.g
‘hiﬂgi was. _!(.—ite.t}lw of Kitui, 'lzoka wa Kilinga of Mgeni, “hubi wa Nzioka of' '
fimfheka, “wikva wa Kanyolo, of Evotini and Isika wa Kabuluku. - Two were :
imborgt_:,ar}j: Athiani.These are Kingau wa Kithome of Nuu and Mundu was Ngula of
”haraka'.(.N}_?‘t is obvious then. the most important category of origins ‘of those
“ho chiefs in 1911 was .the hunter, 'ivory- trader. Analytically this ‘is not

a wétertight category because ivory: trader can mean trading in Kitui, - taking
it out to Hombasa or elsewhere, haing a portér or even excg g,:.rg g{ggybgggme
other trade ,commodities. To even complicate thinps.further usually great /
Athiani - same kinds of skills are reauired. The next important category seems
tc be those whq had some kind of '‘experience being emloyed. it 6Ff hthe
e@erienoq of trying to piece b,ack;r,rounds of the cchiefs from official recdrds
and interviews T have become more convinced that the.critical factor in ‘the
r}ocun;entatlon of chiefs and their role in colonial soc:.etv is not thelr ‘back-
ground but how they relate te ‘colonial institutiens. * Dt

What was the source of accumulation? Uo to World War T ‘there "
4oes not seem to have been a serious accumulation orofess / Xhe chlefs basically
hecause they had not forhalized their gatekeeping for access to the colom.al
order. . They had manv rivals in the numerous subheadmen and Nzama elders.

Usé the fnbdé of administration whereby the Furopean officers settled “Issyes”
on march-meant that chiefs could be accuged.’ '1?"'=1'a11y~ther~e weren't many '
“Favours whl%h the chief could sell :although as early as-1910/11 Kalungu was

8

Kathanzao /iYatta and Musembi wa Nthusi of Voo-are .accused of: takmg brlbes.7
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‘iut taxes could be beaten by disappearing into the bush. Censgrippt labour
vAas as, yet to, flower an 1d forcec‘ requisition of livestock for, war had not

—wtar'ted‘. ;.Forced communal labour was still far waway.. 72i5 does not mean that

) V;*;.he g!f_z‘iefs__‘__'su,c_hj,gf and Nzama Elders did not accumulate more than the ordinary

v
-

e

251

i

For taxe

Folk. ?"Jhe'y“we.r)g lsgla.piedi__amd_thiﬁ set them apart from the population. Yith

their 1nc9me‘1;hey could ,qqnsoé,c_qously consume %ga -and rice mainly -~ and begin
to accumu,late ,livestock by buying them cheap from those who needed the rupees
.Infact this last point of selling livestock to,chiefs hwho became

¥l

*he collectln;r agents for Swahili and Kikuyu livestock traders is remembered
by the old people as the way chiefs became rich. This point of accumulation
by raiding stock for taxes paying the tax and selling the raided cattle to

’Sa’wah'ili Xtraders comes from the .oral tradition. It is not found in official
NEI=103 ' 2 it ¥ B :; - . . v ’ >
records until after World War 1.

e o <L 1 SR Y YT I S 3 R

. The other major source of accumulation .for Kitui chiefs in the prewar

o] R DAAU

anipcl was trade in ivorg,. 7= noted above that most of them were former-

hunters and ivory trade./ Mhviously, they continyed this. DNundas in-.1908/10
2
reports that Mutia Klbungla oF Mumoni was. suspected-of trading in ivory. 7

“ukuthu wa Nzicka of Endau and his peonle pay taxes promptly because they

noach. - L Nzambo Ndunda of Migwani is noachlnsr?g Musili Kavungwa of Eqd,ul

e

0 i
) Doachess" Mundu wa Ngula of Tharaka poaches across the Tana 1 Xalinga wa

'frrumo of Ikutha suuoovts ivory trade 3.2. Although Kiema wa Mumo.of Kanziko  and

Tpov:. wa Katama are recorded as stopping Kamba-Galla Giriama cattle and ivory
trade 3 _the cr-al tradition has it that these.were the great sponsors of the
trade .an_d they only prosecuted rivals or strangers who did not given them

and their syndicate the requisite cut.

Ong, other source of accumulatlon which was going to get politicized

the later vears was access to weu.  In the. early days this was not aipeg‘lous

issue snaqe' ey was ea511y available. -, [ater, weu was to be competed for between

locations - Chlefs 2 a3 main beneficiaries, were to lead the agitation, for
changing locatlon boundaries, +but for the pre Wonld War I period the official
record notes that Mwendwa of Matinvani had his cattle outside the reserve

in ga;tg_’_l‘jyg?u.' .The. oral tradition notes that Mwendwa cattle not only grazed
'.I‘a"(lg-‘:.‘{“:;f;'t::"ah__area (V.att‘a Lgcatz"..,;_m_)_, 1:‘xey,;§}4Lso p,r';-:lzed between Tiva and Mwitasyano
all the way, to ‘!w§§uyuni ».'7akini and up to.Thatha and what is. presently. Ikombe
ap_(lif-!\g@ingi.‘i_t_:a Machakos Distpict, Other Chiefs like Muli wa Kithusi had .
;cattle in Voo, Ikangs apd. Lower, Yatta (between Tiva.and Athi.):. Kitili wa
Muthengi of Ikanga and Kiema wa Mumo of Kanziko had cattleall the way.to .

Mdiandasa in present day Tsavo and sometimes east of all the way to Itala on
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theiTana where they u§ually met cattle From the Nuu and Endau Chiefs, Xingau
was-Kithome and7Makuthu wa Nziokd réspectively. ‘usau wa Kithesia of Mutonguni

1 dwass stealing ' (raiding) other peonlés cattle and hldlna ‘them in Yatta. Ha

w-«served His ‘time-;and "+ 77" “as C‘n:.ef’ ‘Some of these chiefs and later d’_xiefs
were to defend the pange outside the legalistic reserve since they were the
omes to utilize the ye, ('TaNEe )y their accumulation. Tt should hever be

-~ fopgotten “that ‘wed alss included wild animals like elephants and rhino and
~leopards’ and ' 1iéng which just haupened to have ivory, horn and skms ‘which could
‘be soldAr BETE, P LE e : At o '

v 8 g st I ;

.+ 44T 'have not ‘comé across any evidence that chiefs at this time were
invalved in honey or beeswax trade although Arab Swahili tradévs were trada.ng
in the commodity. The explanation might lie in the independencia' of the pro-
fessional aniki (honey collectors) and the fact that most of the honey went into
the local market ~' for pombe ' +itual and brideprice. Cl=arly honey productlon
and trade needs to be studiedi’ Aniki seém to be some of the most secretlve
of the Kamba people - only next to the' awe med1c1ne fen’. Si_qni'ficantly I have
not come: across ong wholi)z(ecame a c¢chief or a subchlef ' 3 o

0 priEEet =

Local Level Domination ‘by Chiefs"

sBetween the beginnine of 1911 when' we have ‘& ‘fag‘,ry, é‘omplete list of
@-hiefs/Headmen and Subchiefs/Subheadmen and ‘the beginning of lgfis; 25% a1l
‘Chiefs/Headmen are dropped.52% of all 1911 Jub¢hiefs/Sub headmen are dropped
'f'he number of Subchiefs/Subheadmen was reduced by u46.7% in the same period.
Thus by the beginning of 1915 25% ‘of the' Chler/Headmen are relatlvely new -

appointed in the previous four vears.

Betiween Mavch' 1915 and March 1916, 12.5% of the Chiefs/Headmen are
s dronped and 52:5% of the Subchiefs/Subheadmen are also droppéd. The total
‘npumber of Subchiefs/Subheadmen increased bv'5%. Thus by March 1916, 12.5% of
:'gil‘l Chiefs/Headmen are new' in'the sense’ that they had been"éiﬁjj'ointéd' in the
. previous year. 42.9% of all'Subchiefs/cubheadmen aré new in the same sense.

= 2

Betweeén March 1916 and March 1918, '8.3% of all hlefs/Headmen are
© dropped and 23. 2% of ail Subchlefs/&ubheadmen are dr'opped ™ha total mmber
of .ubchiefsS,ubheadmen is increased by 14.3%.° Thus by ‘March 1918, 3. 3% of
t\e Chiefs/Headmen-ave new ‘in the 'sense that thev had been app01nted in the
nrevious ‘previous two years and 25% of the Subchlefs/Subheadmen are new in the

% o o
BRST 1]

same sense.
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If we take the whole period from March 1911 to March 1918 we should
note that over ‘this veriod 15.7° of th- Chiefs/Hzadmen are dropr;ed and similarly
+15.2% of ‘them are: new .t Nronnad 'gid - new’ chiefs 'average 1.5 a'muallv out of 24,
0f tha, quhcluefs/subheadmen between March 1911 and’ Haréh 1918 uu 6% a;‘ﬂlé“ovwaoli
apd,_ 3Q ;are new, - Ths'drosped Subchiefs /Seadmen aver-aoe out to lO annually.
The new, : Subchiefs/Subheadman average out to 7 afmually. The ahova dﬁtav 1s
are found m Table AA.4 1int of Headmen and Subheadmen 31-3- 1’316 'T‘ahla A A,
\:T st of Headmen and Subheadmen :1917/18 arid Table A, L% Chamms in (‘hlofs/

r';rr‘men angi Subchiefs/Subheadmen March 1311 - Mareh l"ﬂe

.o p 3

’e ha,ve used; the, category dropped-in ‘an aqglutmated sense to enbrace

Hoth those flred _mesigning and dying. W' intend KHere ‘to analyze the mean‘mg
oF dropped. further.., Towapds this we would Iike +o point out that we have sot
found out what.hapnened to Evotuni:f ocation? and its Chief Mvukya wa Kanyolo
whp in 1911 was considered ready, coonarative; and nmmss.lve!" e was a 7
nla.nter of trees and rubber and could speak, r2ad and write Swahili. Howaver
he was overbearing to ’\!zama.?' The 3anual reports Have incomplete dat;‘"z'eﬁggdns
for being dropped. ™2 however out of the fairly complete 1915/16. Annual
?mort have reconstructed -dropped into three categoriés a) those who d1ed in
offlce (2) those.who were dismissed and fopced to resim (3) those who zesigned
. womally and (4). those promoted. 7£ the thrse chiefs dropped in 1915/16 Kin}zau
wa Klthome resi gned because of- i1l health (cateaorv 3) Noothi was Ithuli was :
f red/Fo;oce:d to resien because hé was chronically drunk. (2ate: Tory 2). "undu
vas Negula was fired/forced to resipn because of his politics with Poibo:t ' ‘
("'ategory 2) 4 Phuis —%— of the chiefs who resigned this vear wviolated some "
officers view o_f their duties. . 9Ff tha 21 subchiefs drépped  in 19?1, ] orl.
'?.‘3.?” -Jare.promoted. to -chiefs, (Catasopy 4). “Thags wére Mumonl subheadmen
who wére ‘to take overp locations, latérand Poiboi (‘halenge in Tharaka. 2 6% 9, 5°
died in offlce (Cateoorv l) They. dre Kathuli Nzau or r-'u1 ‘and Mwanzia Nzubl
of Ukazz:,. 2 or 9. 50 m's1gned normally (Category 3) and were reolaced by
theu' sons. ihey are Nzou-Kasimu.and Mwee wa- Maingo both of Mulango. 11 or
52, % v'nm.‘far-ed or forced to résign for one veassn or ot’ner. ThaA majo'—rit'\f
had to do with the competition for control between headmen .and subdeamén e 47.--
Kitunidu, Sumbi and Nungu wa Kingati who were rivals to Headman Nzambo whb‘"""“"
'n}mﬁ;léemd their firing or Kitosio Masila of Mulanes- dismissed for holdlng ‘
. .08, 1,llega1 Nzama or.Mitau.Ilehu of Nzaoni.dismissed on’ abollcatlon of Headman
' \Yqondl,wa:l’okl or 'baiwa wa Musvini-(Soo) of Zombe dismissed for*bemg 5bstruc-
tive ,_to_..the__chief.. “utinda Mutubiwas-dismissed for "hoarding fihie:‘\rribnéy".':' :
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Thus we can conclude that by 1915/16 the administration was already

«athering an expemenced nool of subheadmen from which to draw headmen.
Furthermore it was shiftine power ‘away from the Nzamas and the subheadmen to
the’ chlefs The administration had a fairly stabilized chief pool also. The
other 51p,nlflcant conclusion is the shifting of constituencies in the already
reached locations, The most clear case is the appointment of subchief Hamisi
.Ma Kaboo in Mulango Location to represent the interests of the Swahili Kamba.
The second aspect of shifting constituents is the appointment of five Headmen
_-Wn Mumoni to join Mitau wa Kathungra. Thes e are Mukwekwe wa Nguli, Mutui was
‘Idei, Mwanzia wa Maana, I:rab*va wa MWambi. and Nzau wa Meinza. . Theip annointment
was the first step towards the creation of many more locations in north Kitui.
From 1914 an Assistant D.C. is stationed at "'!u.mcnvia']‘.f Incidentally this was
é’isoe'é*f)‘ansion_of conf:r;ol. OF particular interest also is the intensification
: Qf, ‘ : ‘ ; : of.'chi“ef'v's

cottrol over Voo by firing most of the subchiefs.,
: }

In the previous section we had discussed how +he administration view
; of adrunlstexﬂnsr and controlling Kitui particularly between 1909 and 1912 was
'tb snrengthen tr'adrtlm al native authoslty. 'T“l’s m essence meant giving. Dower
to the Hzaman, m:iklng sure the Nzama, rpre old men Att."ua ma Tthembo and’ finally
..ak.ima,‘ sure “that Heaénen would 1ssu“ c"c’ers through the Nzamas. We also
'com’ented that subchiefs were in charge of the 'natural' wmits ivalo and tended
to be Atumia ma Ithembo. Thay tuus had linkages with the population which gave
them a hedge cn.the chiefs who wen, younger and not Atumia ma Ithembo, . -
(colom.al officers plen..d young men (lithele or Anake) who could do things which
old men could not/ ""ho Chief cannot. even be the head of the elders unless he

is both of tribal standing and of én age at which he would be useless for ac‘c1 ve

work of any sort! =2 Ry 1914 and perhaos lQlu the adm:m:.stratlon vieww of
Y )

“n oy

how to admmlster and centrol had changed drastlcally in favou*’ of chiefs over
“zamas and subchiefs. This pesulted .in administrative orgamzatlonal processes

in favour of chiefs. By 1914 there were 24 locations with Headmen and Sub-

hz2admen. The second organizational process change was the very role aof Nzamas.
‘fore they had been .Seen as native autHorit es with quas:.-'ud1c1al quasi-
:-vncutlve (admlm.stratlve) and quasi-legislative duties in the area of tradition.
In a colony all power ultimately eminates from the colonizer, thus delagcatad
Dovers to native authorities or areas which they are given cometenqe are fake-

thus the theoretical standpoint of quasi-povers Chiefs were to act through
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“zamas. By 1914 Nzamaswere being relegated t6 the area of quasi - judiciary

-~

and to a minor extent quasi - lacislators of tradition. Ths Ohiaf was
fncr‘easvingiily the executing agent of colonial law and programs and to the e'xtent
tﬁat deepeninp of colonial 'situation leads to a greater deniel of tradition

the Nzamas became more nad. more irrelevant and the chief more oowerful.

However by 1914 the Nzamas were taking over the 'hurdan’® of officers hearing
cases thus freelng 'officers' to institute the third organizational change.
Of"flcers travelled more than before. "As a great deal of travelling among natives
ig necessa!'y, it is arvanged as.far as-possible, that two officers (out of four)
are always on tour,) ow. that the mojority of the cases are heard by the Natlve
f‘ounc:.ls (Nzamas) .the work of the station is not éxorous and the benefits derived
from constant visists to locations is.obvious. " 33 Travelling was necessary

to showthe ruler. Pensfits were that areas were integrated inte the 1mage of
the colonizer. To the extent that the chief was the agent, puids and inter-
')z\eter..fer' the 'officer' on march he also bégén to partake of the aura of the
officer - aura of power. \Tzamas could discuss tradition and even mete jﬁstice
in tradltlonal views but- 1f these violated the colonizers notlons - t‘)ay wnr\e

over-mled gs the 'offi cer' vag - also the magistrate of the Dlstmct.

In the redress of power between subheadmen/Nzamas and chiafs the
1ntermed1ate 1914 step was .to create dual categories of headmen. "Only those ‘
subheadmen who are presidents, of Councils (Nzamas) are gazetted, the remaindep
being nommated bv ‘the Council and appointed by the District Commissioner”. A
Ut‘xough ultlmate'l.y gazettement of a headman- depended on the D.C. (’“mp
adv:.sed by, the chief) existing as a D.C. apdointed headman meant you were not
naid. Thus a relatively ‘deprived group-of subheadmen started seekln;r gaZettement.
The VJ.ew of the admlnlstratlon about  chiefs and the good chief are enunciated
in the 1914/15 Annual Report asifollows ''The majoprity~--—=~-==2 ~are lazv and
anathetic and unable or unwilling to exercise their powers-----(dgovi wa Katé?ﬁe
of Mutha and Klema wa Mumo of Kanziko) stand out as being the best ‘men in the
distri c‘t—-—-—--—“r. Oshorne. and Mr. -Scholefield both say ‘these men are despots
vhich :Ls Jperfectly trye, but in order to bring the Akamba into l:Lne, descdttsm
tnmoered with justice is most desirable ‘.»....'.'..'.'.."4'1 3y 1915/16 even the '
idea of separate Nzamas under subheadmen not under chiefs/headmen is rejected
i 1 il desirable to reduce as far as possible ‘these sub-Councila (subchief/

sub-h"admen Nzama) as they tend to undermine the authority of the Headman.

The President of the Sub-Council considering hifiself inHo way subordinate to
7 h et : ) =t
the Headman."uf .. All power. at ‘the lacal Ievel was to be given to the chief. e
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was also to eentr-el the Nzama. Thu  in Mgeni the subordmate Council under
subheadman Nzambo. wa Mutei  is abolished/subsumed under Headman Nzoka wa M
Yalinga's Mzama. In Mulango subordinate Council under Subchlef Nzou wa Kas:\.mu
is abolished/subsumed under Headman Mulli wa Kithusi's Nzama In Voo subordmate
Councilk.under Subchief Mwanza wa Nguthi is abollshed/subsumed under Headman
“ivoto wa Nzuki's 'izama. In 'umoni we should note that ‘those subheadmen to
be promoted to Headmen are also presidents of subordinate "Izamas. e should
furthepr note that all the 10 existing suboMinate "‘ounc:.ls in 1916 are abollshed /
w2 sorbed dinto Headmen-Nzamas by March 1918. (Sae Tables AR, 'S ‘and A Al u.)
Thus between (1914 and 1918 Chiefs structurallv dominate the all goverm.ng )
(,colomlzers) instifutions at the location level and thev do not have any rlvals.
:Thus the chiefs were now in'a position to beCOme/create Manyenya—*ﬂ\atwa - 3
llter’ally those who lick the sticks used’ for roastmg meat = como;ed of sub-
Dadmen, 'zama elders amd tribal retainers. Tha 'officers’ wops roastlnp the
meat. . The others. slaughtered the ‘goats, roasted it, waitad when it was being
aaten; and were so gluttonous that they fought over the pieces thrown to them
and stayed to lick the sticks. e It is in the contexts of chiefs and these )
appendages subchiefs, :Nzama-elders and tribal netalners that we must understand
nopular oppositioh to immosition of the colonial situation reflected in the
N rai Dancer's.Lm Why were the chiefs allowed to accumulate power or to put
the question another way why was' control over the local area taken out of 'native
authority' (Nzama) and.away from the traditionallv know level of K1valo to the
anonymous location level? ' The explanations are “the extract:.on dutJ.es whlch
chiefs were to perform. Tho: primary duty was to collect hut and poll tax. ;
Table A.A. 8 Kitui Comparative Statement of Revenue 1901/0? to 1922 gives us the
nictune. .We should-motice ‘that with the creation of many subchiefs in 1806/07 ..
the hyt- and poll tax percent increases dvamatlcally. With the reorganlzatlon
into Headmen and subchiefs and Nzamas in 1909/10 there is a subsequent dr-amatlc
jump. However the ensuing conflic + over control of Vzamas and the plethora
of subordinate councils-led to reduction in the proportion of hut and poll tax.
from.years .19%3/14, In.the subsequent years pooular re31stance in the form of,
Vgai Dancers arose: and continued to oppose taxatlon and porter recrultment
w to 1818.. Ry 1916 the D.C. “as complaining that whole 1ocat10ns were taklng
to the bush and to avoid porter recruitment. - 0Of course 1‘317/18 to 1918/19 and
1919/20 there. is not only famine but meningitis and flu. Thus although the
proportions of hut and poll:tax appear to be reduced they can be explamed Wa
should note that 1nsp1te of the 'depression. after the war by 1920/21 the pro—
nortion.is 92 2%.. Ona should note that ‘othep than the years of fam:me menlngltls
and flu i.s. 1917/18-1919/20 and ‘tha Negat 'Dance/ooposrtlon to Dorter recruitment
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Jyear of 1916/17 there is a steady growth of the absolute amounts of hut and
..0011 tax. The chiefs were required.for purposes of making sure that the hut
and poll taxes were collected' Thev ave the ones who followed their "natives'
when they migrated or.ran into the bush. Wv 1918 they were controlling Nzamas
spbchiefe _and; ftribal retainers. b

. The chle‘s were needed also for the second aspect of forced.extraction.
IThlS was the recrultment of por'tersm?or the War. PBafore the significande''of
2 extractlng porfterarze can be shown several points are worth making. Ther first
- is that relat:wely speaking Kitui was rich by 1910. After the drought/famine
and *‘mderpest dlsasters of 1896-1839 the herds had recovered ‘and colonial
contr'ol of the surroundmg areas had allowed herds. to spread out east to Galla
country, aouth into Tsavo, south and west. into Yatta and Northwest into: Mumoni
and Tharaka. Ivory was also being traded through Arab/Swahili, Nyamwezi and
fwahilized Kamba. An area needing detailed research is the origins and trade
natterns of Arab/Swahili Nyamwezi, Swahilized Kamba and their relationship
to society. In field interviews there seems to be a relationship between
the peonle involved in local trade and identified by Cunmings.% as Andu
Anene up to 1850 and Arab Caravan trade particularly of ivory, slaves and live-
stock. Kimambo in Economic History of the Kamba 1850 - g touchad on the
question but we need to show how trade related to socio-nolitical institutions.
A useful approach is-surpested by .“"emotnu8 where the source of trading communi-
ties and the relaticnship of the rise of trading communities and the coerelation
ship of the mse of Mombasa and Zanz1bar are touched upon .. It is in : the
dontext of the relatlve wealth that tbe Kanba r-efuse to labour as reported in
‘Annual Report of 1913 In the same it 1° further reported that the Kamba
cmploy Kikuyu and that ena ‘*mloymenf‘ of Kikuyu by the Akamba does not tend
to irdlite the' latter to work"zn In the same report it is reported that thepe
are 3,000 K:Lkuvu cattle trader‘SSl. th is not reallstlc that this many people
would 11 be cattle tnaders. Tat is likely to have been explalned to the
0% and he mlsunderstood 11: 1s that Klkuyus would come to KltUl durmg fammes
and’ wor'k “Since Kl‘tu1 cattle were valued in Klkuyu land they would bhe the
naymeht. ; f“ue was also the rec1pr1cal ethnical 1nst1tutlon of individual
Kithuua rather than the collective Kithua discussed by Cummings. o I do
not doubt that some were pure traders. of course there is _some validity in
the Kikuyus bolng labour but 1t was not formal employment.l An mdlw,dual who
went to Klthuua attached hvmself to a rolatlvely rich man and accumulated y
r'oats/cattle over' ‘some years. >onet1mes they rnaz*r-:.ed mto tha‘t famlly and.
were abaorbed " Other times they went to Kithuua after some years. "“'m same

phenomena was true in Machakos particularly Iveti and Kangundo. Tha noint
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though is that, livestock wealth made the Kitui Kamba of this period relatively
wealthy and they did not choose to labour for others. 1

afeR} By May 1915 the district was required to produce 175 young men for
the War. This had risen to a request of 275 monthlv hy February 191653 An
axtra 500 for Railway were requested for June 1916. The monthly request
represented between 2.35% and 3,.70% of all estimated anake in the ' District in

1915/16. . Thus if they were supplied at the first rate from May 1915 to January
1916 i.e. ?.ﬁonths, 1575 would -have been supplied. This is 21.27% of the
estgwated:totalApopulation'of anake. TFven if we assume that all the greybeards
were eligible for recruitment it would still represent recruitment of 5.53%

(of all estimated males in the district. Incidentaly the official record reports
; fhat in 1915/15;they supplied 4627 i.», 52.35% of allianaké or 16.39% of all

males as labour to. the following insitution. ki : PRSI
. Larrier Corpos ; i : 3083 °
Indian Traders F gt 1432
KA | s, v ; . : 25
Police to Shgsdusd g ‘ 38¢
. Ex Police Special Dutv - X0 2%
" .,Scouts : ¥ ’ 33

] i Total 4627

Assuming that the rate of recruitment from Januany 1916 to March was
275" monthly plus' the extra 500 ‘special request and the 1728 porters for Ind1an
traders reported for ‘the year, all labour sunplled would be 6353 or 85% of
estimated anake ‘or 23.55% of all estlmated males. If the same rate of extraé-
tion of labour i.e 275 mcnthly continued in 1917/18 topether w1th the 312
renorted porters for Asian traders, 3512 or 52.559 of estlmated anake or Y
13.59% of all males would have been recruited for labour. It should be then
claar that between 1915"and 1918 at least 50% of all anake or- 10% of all males
were forced to become labour mainly in the Carrier Corps and as Asian Trader
norters.’ s ' '

“How was this process of impressing labour orpanlzed° Ohéé éhe D.,.
got the district quota he divided the quota ahonp locations as ne div1ded ‘the
livestock quota! It was then the duty of the chief to supply the"qfflcer on
march' or bringito Kitui the bodies and cattle hd had been allocafé&. Tﬁefe

pegg s Lo
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was opposition. “*The outstanding feature this yeér is the s@ply of porters,
theré has been lots of trouble 1'1 9ett1ng men ——=—=— : -'--. The rynature of the
’cmntry, long stretches of unmhablted -bush, naks it dlfflcun: to adnmlster
t'e ‘people as any one who wished to evade an order has only to mtue to the
bush and he is practically safe" 6. "™i:re has been some tr-ouble to get the
men’ in some of the' more backward locatlons but it was comoaratlvely easy
mattéy for the first six months after six months after, 11: became more and more
AiFFicult" il
'wor‘se, whole 1oca1:10ns would take to the bush 1hen they heard an offlcer was

“"Ths' supbply of por'ters was kent up but the matter got worse and

“¢oming and “there would elther have been open opposition or the supply would
"have’ stopped shortly when in March 1916 the Director of Mllltax'y Labour decided
to begin repatriating men’ = It was hooed that forced labour in the Carrier
Corps would educate the natives to go ocut to work voluntar1ly later and it

" premains to be seen whéther this will happed. pmr'sonally I do not thlnk 1t wil)." o7

"‘“"'Arﬁ was practlcallv no desire to labour But war 1o.,ses, famm, and 1nfluenza

’wavé caused, in my oDLm.on, much pr'eater havoc than estlmated Alp \_arrlez‘

Corn 's and other natives have not yet been fully paid up and there seems to

Ha no lack of money”.!en "There is no doubt whatever that the impression

cained by the natives who have served in the Carrier Cor‘p is not good -~-few

" will want to go out agaiﬁ. ——————— Lakour for govamment is always forced and
in many 'cases that for omvate enterprlse ---=Ztheve is no such a thing as
volum:ary ‘labour here ----- men recruited for local Government work are ex

" Carriers 'and 500 whic‘i have been called for the Railway (but not yet supplied)

T will be ex Carriers’ Or élse men who have been rejected for military work and
are’ consequently unfit---———-. This trlbe resnondad exceedlngly well to the
call for militarv labour but 1t was not because they wanted to ffo as Cam*lers,
t‘"ey “had no r)atrlotlc fecllngs towards the War, thay went because they had to:
Tha fact that they went without actlve trouble is what should be placed to .
T‘\élr‘ credlt. "t present there is a reactlon here and great opp031t10n to
the call for labour f~» the Rallwav" o "In October 17th 1917 Lieutenant Wlllls

camé here to recruit men for the 3rd KAR, fe \ad special instructions that

v

enlistment was To be voluntary and as I expected, h= had no success and did not

cet a sirngle . This was not surprising, a yeast majority of the youn
4

men have been in the Carrier Corpos and could hardly be expected to volunteer
for 3 years further service yet"sa. Thus the D.C. r2norted an opposition to
imressing labour. If you had access to the chief and you had livestock you
could transfer the cattle to the chief and keep vour sons home so said Kiumo

wa Mbaa Kanyaa in Tkutha in 1974.
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The chlefs were needed for the third 1m'.)ortant function of the war
vars ' THis was extraction of mllltary l_veatock Tha A'mual Report of
1014/15 states that P’umom Kamba donated 270 cattle, 320 sqoatf‘ and 614 Rupeessu
’P"wo oral tradltlon aroues that the ch1ef just raided homes and got the best
Pvestock which He took to the offlcer' An "’15/16 1657 cattle ‘were pro-
cured for the mthtarv.ss'( » 1ese are the ones whlch pot trekked to collection

voint at Kitui. YrE a ch1ef 1ost some by dlsease on the way. he went back and

- ralded more, 30 states the oral tradltlon. o ﬁhall ever kncw the actual

Humbars rvaided from the neople" iz Many argue that chlefs ralded for themse]ves
aven’ when there was no m111tary requ:.stlonmg In followmq three famlly herds

in' Kangundo Machakos I turned uv data that durlng the same oemod each family

S e handing over to the chlef 4 oxen and 8 goats per vear.

22 it B A Ve b
3 sy

‘e should however note that there also were forced sales to supply Nairo-

‘B§ I“ iAsnily ‘2ad ¢ faw livestock went to Fort Hall. h 1’?16/17 cattle exports

iare falrly hlgh, to t")e m111tar'y and \Iau'obl Market.. Tho followmg yeaz%

of the cattle dled of starvatlon and F‘ast Coast Fever

\r

" we ha&e so far shotn the chler beﬁnp allowed to accumulate potyer so
a8"to be ‘the ayente for r\ecrultment 1abour, requi s:.tlonlng cattle and
céllecting ‘taxes., These are the sources of accumulatlcn for' the chlefs,

uuhchlefs and the tmbal retamem of whlch there are 1uo for the whole dJ.stmct

hetifigie, fgo0 Jou JUSh yewily .o, '% for every locatlon. . They were hwng

ofF 5 ¢ land, to w1t "At present there 1s no pr'ov131on for paylna these trlbal

rétainers and the pay of the Headmen is too small to allow then bemg paJ.d a

"”eg;ular wage out of that, th ey are recognlzed by govemment racelve a metal

much abuse so—lt has ‘been- pr*o"ublted H

‘arm bad‘ge and are exemptnd from payment of Hu‘. Tax in respect of one Hut but
there ‘the matter stops. It has been the custom for these men to demand Rsl°
fv-om the plamtlff in each case before they summon the defendant and thlS was

dcne with’ the sanctlon o*c the counmls, ~ut it is a bad custom and open to
7 v A8

i
b
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1914/15 pe 26
1915/16 ps 29,
1917/18 ppo 35-36.

1915/46 p> 9.
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List of Chiefs/Headmen and Subchiefs/Subheadmen who

Met P.C. Hohley December 1909

Muli wa Kithusi
Haingi wa. Kitetu
Nzoka wa Kalinga
Mwikya wa Kanyolo
Mbuvi wa Nzioka
Mwendwa wa Kitabi
Mumo wa Malu
Ndungo wa Mwingo
Mitau wa Yumbu
"myasia wa Mulu/Mulu
"itau wa Chia/Chaa
Kiema wa Mangaya
Mutie wa Kabandi
Musila wa Syengo

Kitui Political Record Book p. 53

Location/Sublocation

Mulango

Kitui (Changwithya?)
Mgeni

Euotuni

Siontheka

Matinyani

?

?
Matinyani/Viango
Mgeni/Mutendea
Matinyani/Mutendea
Tharaka

Mumoni

?






